FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—Nov. 25, 2016
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Army Corp Closes Public Access to Oceti Sakowin Camp on Dec. 5th
Tribe calls on President Obama again to deny easement and honor treaty

Cannon Ball, N.D.—The following statement from the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe's Chairman. Dave Archambauit ll, can
be quoted in part or in full,

"Today we were notified by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that on Dec. 5th, they will close all lands nerth of the
Cannonball Rever, which is where the Oceti Sakowin camp is located. The letter states that the lands will be closed to
public access for safety concerns, and that they will allow for a ‘free speech zone' south of the Cannonball River on Army
Corps lands.

Our Tribe s deeply disappainted in this decision by the United States. but our resolve to protect cur water is stronger than
ever. The best way to protect people during the winter, and reduce the risk of conflict between water protectors
and militarized police, is to deny the easement for the Oahe crossing, and deny it now.

We ask that everyone who can appeal to President Obama and the Army Corps of Engineers to consider the future of our
people and rescind all permits, and deny the easement to cross the Missoun River just north of our Reservation and

straight through our treaty lands. When the Dakota Access Pipeline chose this routs, they did not consider our strong
opposiion. Our concerns were clearly articulated directly to them in a tribal council meeting held on Sept. 30, 2014, where

DAPL and the ND Public Service Commission came to us with this route. We have released the audio recording from that
meeting.

hitps Jwww. youtubs.comiwatch?v=XARJFdyyfac
Again, we ask that the United States stop the pipeline and move it outside our ancestral and treaty lands.

It is both unfortunate and disrespectful that this announcement comes the day after this country celebrates
Thanksgiving—a historic exchange of gocdwill between Native Americans and the first immigrants from Europe. Although
the news s saddening, it is not at all surpnising given the last 500 years of the mistreatment of our people. The Standing
Rock Sioux Tribe stands united with more than 300 tribal nations and the water proteciors who are here peacefully
protesting the Dakota access pipeline to bolster indigenous people’s rights. We continue to fight for these rights, which
continue to be eroded. Although we have suffered much, we still have hope that the President will act on his commitment
to close the chapter of broken promises to our peopie and especially cur children.”

Learn more about the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe at standwithstandingrock.net. For incremental updates please
follow our Facebook page at Standing Rock Sioux Tribe or follow us on Twitter @standingrockst
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